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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed August 7 th , 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that, "Okada does not disclose or suggest a plurality of 
manual operation members, in which one of those manual operation members is 
used to start playback of the still image as still image format and they playback of 
the visual broadcast program". The examiner respectfully disagrees. Okada 
discloses a user interface receiving requests from the user and relays the user 
request to the system controller, which in turn fulfills the user request. See column 
16, lines 22-30. Accordingly the user interface is user's interface to operate the DVD 
recorder of Okada. An exemplary user interface that enables user to operate a DVD 
recorder is illustrated in figure 7, wherein a plurality manual operation members 
(play, stop, FF, REW, etc.) are disposed about the front panel of the DVD recorder, 
and the user would use one of the operation members (e.g. PLAY button) to initiate 
playback of a particular program. Furthermore, the icons used to denote the plurality 
of manual operations on the front panel (illustrated in fig. 7) of the DVD 

recorder OD<H>n> are notoriously well known the in the art to be (from left to 
right) controls for: record; stop; reverse; play; forward. Accordingly Okada illustrates 
a record manual operation member that a user can use to initiate a record function. 

Applicant continues to argues that Okada does teach using manual operation 
members to start- recording still image as still image program and recording of visual 
broadcast program. As discussed above, the user interface 1901 is used to initiate 
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operations for the DVD recorder. Furthermore, Okada discloses that the recording 
medium records multimedia data in a plurality of different formats, including still 
picture data. See column 1, lines 15-19. 

Itoh et aL (US PG Pub. 2001/0016108) is hereby furnished for supporting the 
Official Notice taken in claims 36 and 44. Itoh discloses the step of generating and 
storing thumbnail images, wherein the thumbnail generation is a low priority task. 
When a video capture recording option is initiated, the thumbnail generation is halted 
in favor of moving picture recording task (a higher priority task). 

For the reasons discussed above, the rejection is maintained. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 45, 46, 54 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Okada et al. (US Pat. 6,266,483). 

Regarding claims 45-46, Okada discloses a DVD-RAM image recording 
medium for use in an image recorder for recording television broadcast programs 
and still pictures from a digital camera (see col 6, lines 43-52). 
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Okada discloses a first receiver (digital tuner 1905 - see col 16 lines 7-16) which 
receives broadcasted programs via satellite and a second receiver (decoder 1908 - 
see col 16 lines 7-16) which receives images from a still camera (see col 15 lines 
32 - 37, see col 6 lines 43 - 52). It is noted that since broadcast programs and still 
images are recorded on the DVD, necessarily Okada discloses a "storage capable of 
storing both the data of visual broadcast program and digital image data" and a 
"recording circuit capable of recording both the data of visual broadcast program and 
the digital image data into storage" 

Okada further discloses a user can request to record a broadcast program form 
the digital tuner (see col 17 lines 15 - 20). It is noted that based on the user request, 
system controller 1902 (see fig. 19) controls the recording circuit to record the 
broadcast programs and the image data (see col. 17 lines 17 - 42). 

Okada further discloses the claimed "a manually operable controller that 
controls the playback both on the basis of the data of visual broadcast program and 
on the basis of the digital still image data" (see col 17 lines 15 - 20). It is noted that 
basis is determined by the user, who determines by requesting (through a manual 
operation) which data to record or playback based on the user's preference. 

Okada still further discloses the user interface 1901 accepts commands from a 
user for transmission to the system controller 1902 for selecting the appropriate 
modules for playing back the information requested (see col. 18 lines 11 - 21). 
Okada also discloses the user manually selects the desired information to be played 
back, and according, the appropriate decoder is selected for playback (see col. 19 
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lines 1-15). Thus the decoders, the "plurality of operation members", are selected 
by manual operations, wherein playback of the visual broadcast program are started 
by an operation of one of the decoders. Okada also discloses that when still 
pictures are played, the still picture decoder decodes to play the still picture object. 
Accordingly, the still picture is played back in a still image format. See column 15, 
lines 32-37. Further illustrated in figure 7 of Okada, on the front panel of the DVD 
recorder are manual operation controllers for providing user interface to system 
controller. The playback operation of the DVD recorder for recording and playing 
back the various types of data are thus started by operation of the same one of 
plurality of manual operation members. 

With regards to claims 54 and 56, Okada illustrates manual operation members 
arranged at the image recorder (see fig. 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 47, 53 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okada et al. (US Pat. 6,266,483). 

, With regards to claim 47, Okada fails to disclose a second receiver with a 
memory slot into which a removable memory coming from the digital still camera is 
capable of being inserted. 
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Official Notice is taken it would have been well known providing a removable 
memory from camera for insertion into an image recorder would have been well 
known for processing and displaying an image. For example, in the computer art, it 
would have been well known to have a PC or laptop with a card insertion slot for 
inserting a memory card from a camera. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Okada to include the claimed limitation for the benefit of processing and displaying 
an image on larger screen. 

With regards to claims 53 and 55, Okada fails to disclose that the manual 
operation members are arranged at a remote controller. 

Examiner takes official notice that remote controllers with manual operation 
members for controlling operating a plurality of devices were well known in the art at 
the time of the invention allowing a user to operate a plurality of devices remotely. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Okada to arrange the manual operation 
members at a remote controller so that a user can operate the plurality of devices 
remotely. 

6. Claims 36-38 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okada et al. (US Pat. 6,266,483) in view of Fumio (JP 10-129082). 

Regarding claims 36 and 44, Okada discloses a DVD-RAM image recording 
medium for use in an image recorder for recording television broadcast programs 
and still pictures from a digital camera (see col 6, lines 43-52). 
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Okada discloses a first receiver (digital tuner 1905 - see col 16 lines 7-16) which 
receives broadcasted programs via satellite and a second receiver (decoder 1 908 - 
see col 16 lines 7-16) which receives images from a still camera (see col 15 lines 
32 - 37, see col 6 lines 43 - 52). It is noted that since broadcast programs and still 
images are recorded on the DVD, necessarily Okada discloses a "storage capable of 
storing both the data of visual broadcast program and digital image data" and a 
"recording circuit capable of recording both the data of visual broadcast program and 
the digital image data into storage" 

Okada further discloses a user can request to record a broadcast program form 
the digital tuner (see col 17 lines 15 - 20). It is noted that based on the user request, 
system controller 1902 (see fig. 19) controls the recording circuit to record the 
broadcast programs and the image data (see col. 17 lines 17 - 42). 

Okada only discloses the step of user requesting record of either images from a 
still camera or broadcast video programs and user requesting a stop record 
command to halt the recording process for either. Okada fails to disclose 
interrupting the recording of digital image data when recording instructions of the 
visual broadcast program are detected during the recording of the digital image data. 

Examiner takes official notice that it was well known at the time of the 
invention to assign priorities for recording select broadcast programs (such as highly 
preferred programs or programming type) wherein the priority is used to determine 
the importance of programs for conflict resolution. 
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Fumio further teaches the step of detecting a higher priority record condition 
when presently recording a lower priority data, and interrupting the recording of the 
lower priority data to record the higher priority data and resuming the lower priority 
recording upon completion of the higher priority recording. See abstract and [0006]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Okada by assigning priorities to select broadcast 
programs, and interrupting the recordation of still image data in order to record the 
higher priority broadcast programs, thereby enabling image recorder to record 
programs that are highly preferred by the viewer. 
Claim 37 is met by above. 

Claim 38 is met by the step of interrupting the recording of low priority program in 
favor of the higher priority program and then resuming the interrupted recording 
once the higher priority recording has completed. See Fumio: [0006]. 
7. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada (US 
Pat. 6,266,483) in view of Fumio (JP 10-129082) as applied to claim 36 above, and 
further in view of Browne (WO 92/22983). 

Regarding claim 39, However, Okada fails to disclose simultaneous recording 
of image data with data of the visual broadcast program. 

In analogous art, Browne teaches a storage 104c provides simultaneous 
recording of programs from a multiple of sources (see Abstract). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to further modify the system to include the claimed storage medium to 
enable simultaneous recording of data from a plurality of sources. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Itoh et al. (US PG Pub. 2001/0016108) is hereby furnished for 
supporting the Official Notice taken in claims 36 and 44. Itoh discloses the step of 
generating and storing thumbnail images, wherein the thumbnail generation is a low 
priority task. When a video capture recording option is initiated, the thumbnail 
generation is halted in favor of moving picture recording task (a higher priority task). 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usha Raman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 



UR 




CHRIS KELLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 



